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SPOT 

(57) Abstract: ' 

PURPOSE: To obtain a desired spot shape on a 
recording medium by using a semiconductor laser with a 
constant light emission pattern and providing a beam 
formation optical system between a light source and a 
condenser lens. 

CONSTITUTION: A couple of cylindrical lenses 13 and 14 
are interposed between a collimator lens 8 and the 
condenser lens 9. Focal lengths f 2 and f 3 and a lens 
interval (d) are so set that the focal length of the 
composite lens is not infinite, and astigmatism is 
generated at the luminous-flux convergence side of the 
condenser lens 9 to conform either an original or 
sagittal image on the recording medium. Thus, the spot 
shape is controlled to obtain various anisotropic spot 
shapes 10. Further, a single cylindrical lens is usable 
as a substitute for the combination of the cylindrical 
lenses with astigmatism. 
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